The Two Revolutions of 1917: HI                                                1439
merits of March to July. A politician of conservative affiliations, Lvov espoused, with more enthusiasm than wisdom, the cause of the Kerensky-Komilov reconciliation. In a conspiratorial fashion he injected himself into the political picture (August 22 to 26 j and unwittingly succeeded in creating the impression that he was Kornilov's spokesman at the Winter Palace and Kerensky's spokesman in Mogilev. The outcome of this truly fantastic misunderstanding was an "agreement" under the terms of which all power was to be transferred to the commander in chief and the Provisional Government was to resign. Kerensky was to put himself under the protection of Kornilov and to hold office in the reconstructed cabinet although even Lvov, who was not noted for perspicacity, realized that Kerensky might be arrested or even murdered. Nevertheless on the face of it the "agreement" (August 26) paved the way for the "legal and peaceful" transfer of power to a government headed by Kornilov, of which Kerensky would be a member. But what was "agreement" to Lvov and Kornilov was "ultimatum" and ^conspiracy" to Kerensky. As soon as Lvov's proposals, represented as Kornilov's demands, were authenticated by witnesses concealed in the prime minister's office and by cryptic teletype messages to and from the army headquarters, the hapless go-between was arrested by order of his "friend" Kerensky. Kornilov was relieved of his command but refused to submit; he branded as a "pack of lies" the official statement explaining his dismissal, and proclaimed that "the Provisional Government, under the pressure of the Bolshevik majority of the Soviets, acts in full agreement with the plans of the German general staff, kills the army, and destroys the country internally" (August 27) .6
The peremptory dismissal of Kornilov did not entirely settle the issue of "mutiny." Kerensky's political friends (Tereshchenko, Filo nenfco? Savinkov) were of the opinion that the Lvov incident was a ghastly misunderstanding. Commanders of army groups expressed their confidence in Kornilov and urged that he should remain at his post. General Alekseev declined the offer to become his successor. It would seem that even Kerensky's faith in the "mutiny" theory,
6 On Aug. 27 the Bolsheviks did not yet control the Soviets. Kornflov's proclamation gives the measure of his ignorance of the political situation, although iu 1917 it was common practice in conservative circles, especially among army officers, to lump together Bolsheviks, Mensheviks^ socialist revolutionaries, ai>d the Soviets. To Kornilov "counter-revolution*' meant the restoration of the monarchy, which was not a part of his plan.